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Saturday, May 23. 1713. 


~ firft Letter, tho’ it takes me out of my way, 

+ efpecially on a. Saturday; but the or of 
fome part of thae will be: abundantly made up by 
the Quotation in the fecond. 


ie obliged, for many Reafons, to infert this 


To NESTOR [RON SIDE, Efq; : 


$72, Friday, May 224 1713. 
Cy HE Examiner of this Day confifts:of Re- 
' ¢ fle@tions upon the Letter [ writ~to you, 
‘ publithed in yours of the t2thInftant. The Sen- 
* tence upon which he {pends moft of his Inve&ives, 
‘is this, Z will give my felf no manner of Liberty to 
© make Gueffes at him, if I may fay bim; for tho’ 
‘ fometimes I have beentold by familtar Friends, that 
“they faw me fuch a time talking to the Examiner, 
‘ others, who have rallied me upon the Siss of my 
‘Youth, tell me it is credibly reported shat I have 

formerly lain with the Examiner. ‘ 
‘ Now, Mr. IRonsipe, What was therein all this, 
‘but faying, 1 cannot tell what to do in this Cafe: 
‘ There has been named for this Paper one, for whom 
‘I bave @ Value, and another whom I cannot but 
‘ Negleé. Ihave named no Man,, but if there be 
*sny Gentleman, who wrongfully lies under the 
‘Imputation of being, or affifting the Examiner, 
‘he would. do well ‘to do himfelf Juftice, ander 
‘his own Hand, inthe Eye of the World, As to 
‘the-exafperated Miftrefs, the Examiner demands, 
‘itiher behalf, a Reparation for offended Innocence, 
‘ This is pleafant Language, when fpoken.of this 
‘Perfon ; he wants to have me unfsy what he 
‘makes me to have faid before. I declare then it 
‘was a falfe Report, which was {pread cnceraing, 

‘Me and a Lady, fometimes reputed the Author o 
‘the Examiner ; and I can now make her no Re- 
‘ paration, but in begging her Pardon, that I never. 
“lay, with Ber. 
(Paice Two Pence) 


* I fpeak all this only in regard to the Exami- 
© wer’s Offended Innocence, and will make no Re- 
* ply as to what relates merely to my felf. Z Lave 
‘ faid before, he is welcome, from benceforward, te 
‘ Zreat me as he pleafes. But the bit of Greek, 
© which I intreat you to put at the Front of to 
‘ Morrow’s Paper, {peaks all my Senfé on this Oc- 
* cafion. It is a Speech put.in the Mouth of Ajax, 
¢ who is engaged in the dark; He Cries out to Ju-, 
§ piter, Give me. bat. Da light, let me but fee my 
© Foe, and let bim defiroy me sf be can. 

* But when he repeats his Story of the General 
* for Life, | cannot hear him with fo mach Pati- . 


-S ence: He may infinuate what he pleafes to the 


* Miniftry of me; but | am fure [ could nor, if [ 
* would, by Detra@tion, do them more Injury than 
* he does by his ill-placed, ignorant, tiaufeous Flat- 
* tery. One of them, whofe Talent is Addrefs and 
* Skill in the World, he calls Cato; another, whofe- 
‘ Praife is Converfation-Wit, and a Tafte of Plea- 
¢ fures, is alfo Cato: Can any thing in Nature be 
¢ more out of Chara@er, or more expofe thofe 
¢ whom he would Commend to the Raillery of his 
* Adverfaries, than comparing thefe to Cato? but 
* Gentlemen of their Eminence are tu be treated 
‘ with Refpeét, and not to fuffer becaufe'a Syco- 
* phant has applauded them in the wrong Place. 

* As muchas he fays £ am in defiance with thofe 
‘in prefent Power, I will lay before them-one 
“ Point that would do them more Honour: than 
* any one Circumftanceia their wholeAdminiftration, 
* which.is to fhow their Refentment of the Exami- 
© wer’s naufeous Applaufe of themfelves, and licen- 
‘ tious Calumny of their Predeceffors ; till they do 
* themfelves that Juftice, Men of Senfe will belfeve 
* they are pleafed with the Adulation of a Profti- 
* tute, who heaps upon them injudicious Applaufes, 
* for which he makes way, by random yer 
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© upon thofe who are in prefent Poffeffion ot all 
© that is laudable. 


I am, 
STIR, 
Your moft humble S.rvant, 
Richard Steele. 
Mr. [RONSIDE, 


§ I Zs 
¢ A Mind fo well qualified as yours, muft receive 

-£% © every Day large Improvements, when exer- 
© cifed upon fuch Truths which are the Glory of 
© our Natures; fuch are thefe which lead us to an 
* endlefs Happinefs in our Life fucceeding this. I 
© herewith fend you Dr. Lucas’s Practical Chriftia- 
© nity for your feriousperufal. If you have already 
© read it, 1 defire you would give it to one of your 
© Friends who have not. I think you cannot re- 
© commend it better than in Inferting, by way of 
© Specimen, thefe Paffages which | point to you as 
* follows. 

_© That I have in this ftatel am now in, a Soul 
© as well as a Body, whofe intere& concerns me, 
© isa truth my own fenfe fufficiently difcovers; for 
¢ | feel Foys and Sorrows, which do not make their 
‘abode in the Organs of the Body, but in the in- 
* moft receffes of the Mind; pains and pleafures 
* which Senfe is too grofs and heavy to partake of, 
* as the peace or trouble of Confcience in the re- 
© fle&tion upon oe or evil A@ions, the delighe 
* or vexation of the Mind, in the ‘contemplation 
¢ of, or a fruitlefs inquiry after excellent and im- 
* portant Truths, 

“¢ And fince I have fuch a Soul capable of 
© Happinefs or Mifery, it naturally follows, that it 
were fottith and unreafonable to /ofe this Soul for 
the gaiz of the whole World: For my Soul is 
I my felf, and if that be miferable J muft needs be 
fo; outward circumftances of Fortune ‘may give 
the World occation to zhimk me happy, but they 
can never make me fo. Shall I call my felf hap- 
py, if difcontent and forrow eat out the life 
and (pirit of my Soul? if lufts and paffions riot 
and mutiny in my bofome? if my fins fcatter an 
uneatie fhame all o’er me, and my guilt appales 
and frights me? What. avails ic me, that my 
rooms are flately, my tables full, my attendants 
numerous, and my attire gawdy, if all this while 
iny very Being pines and languithes away? Thefe 
indeed are rich and pleafant things, but I never- 
thelefs am a poor and miferable Man: Therefore 
! conclude, that whatever this thing ve { call a 
Soul, though it were a perifhing, dying thing, 


earweeeereenacece fF nweFrereaerta 


“i . 
‘ and would not out-live the Body, yet it were 
‘ my wifdom and intereft to preter its content 
‘ and fatisfaétion before all the World, unlefs J 


* could chufe to be miferable and delight to be un- | 


* happy. , 

. f his very Confideration, fuppofing the un- 
* certainty of another World, would yet ftrongly 
* engage me to the fervice of Religion, for all it 
* aims at is to banifh fin out of the World, which 
* is the Source and Original of all the troubles that 
¢ difquietthe mind; for, 1. Sinin its very Effence is 
* nothing elfe but difordered, diftempered paffions, 
© affeGtions foolith and prepofterous in their choice, 
‘or wild and extravagane in their proportion, 
* which our own experience fufficiently convinces 
‘ us, to be painful and uneafie. 2. It engages us 
‘ in defperate hazards, wearies us with daily toils, 
‘ and often buries us in the ruines we bring upon 
* our felves: and Jafty, it fills our hearts with di- 
‘ ftruft, and fear, and fhame; for we fhall never be 
* able to perfwade our felves fal, that there is no 
* ditference between Good and Evil, that there is 
‘no God, or none that concerns hinfelf at the 
* A@ions of this Life; and if we éannot, we can 
* never rid our felves of the pangs and ftings of a 
© troubled confcience: we fhall neyer be able to e- 


* ftablifh a peace and calm in our bofoms, and fo 


enjoy our Pleafure with a clear and uninterrupt- 
* ed treedom. But if wecould perfwide our felves 
* into the utmoft height of Atheifm, yet ftill we 
* fhall be under thefe two ftrange inconveniencies. 


©, That a life of Sin will be ftill irregular and 


* diforderly, and therefore troublefome. 2. That 
* we shail have difmantled our Souls of their great- 
* eft ftrengths, difarm’d them of that Faith, which 


© only can fupport them under the affli&ions of this 


* prefent Life, 
ADVERTISEMENTS. 


This Day is Publithed, 

The Fifth Edition of CATO~-a Tragedy. Write 
en by Mr. Addifon. Printed fer F. Tonfon at 
Shake{pear’s Head over-againft Catberine-ftreet in the 
Strand. N.B. There #s Sold a’ Pyrated Edition of 
this Play, wherein are oy grefs Faults and 
Several Scenes left out. The Edition Publifhed and 
Corretted by the Aushor,-and Printed for 4. Tonfon, 
has a Head of Cato taken } th an old Medal, Print- 
ed in the Title Page to diftinguifh it from that which 
is Spurious and Imperfed. 


This Day is Publithed, 

An Effay on the Treaty of Commerce with France; 
with neceff ry Expofiinrs, pr. 6d. The Trade with France, Italy, 
Sp in and Portug:! confidered 5. with Obfervations on the Treety of 
Commerce between Great Mritain ard ‘Frarce, pr. 3 d. Sold by Je 
Baker in Pater-n. fter-row, and B, Beri at Effex-ftreet end ia 
the S rand. Where my be had the Life ot the Duke of Marlborough 
and! rince Eygene, with both their Effigies, pr.4s, 








LONDON: Printed for F Tonfon in the Strand ; and Sold by 
A. Baldwin in WarwickeLane; where Advertifements aretaken in. 171 3. 








